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My son  was suspended for two days and banned from attending sporting events.  
 
I’ve included a picture of my son from that night, he has typical warrior paint on that can be 
seen at any football game or a quick Google search of images.  
 
He was suspended for Blackface.  
 
According to the definition on Merriam Webster, “Blackface: is dark makeup worn to mimic the 
appearance of a black person and especially to mock or ridicule black people.”  
 
My son did not do this at all.  
 
You can’t find one example of blackface that looks like what  had on, not even one in the 
history of blackface. Seriously, show me one single person with it that has 50% of their skin 
showing.  
 
See the attached photos of sports fans and actual blackface, which category would you put him 
in? 
  
Over 50% of his skin can be seen, his entire forehead, eyes, nose, chin, and ears. He also did not 
do anything to mock or ridicule black people.  
 
There is ZERO evidence of this. In fact, it is the opposite, the photo of  that night is 
clearly not blackface, and he had no intentions of being mean to black people, one of the 
children who was with them is black (AJ) and a La Jolla High School black security guard that 
night even complimented  on his face paint, telling him the only thing he needs is bigger 
spikes.  
 
There is an allegation from the other school that “kids” were making racial slurs at them, and 
none of them pointed out my son or said it was him that did that. No cell phone video, no 
security video, and no eyewitness accounts point to my son. Also, no parent, staff member, or 
spectator said anything to him that night or the days to follow. We were not even notified of a 
problem until 5 days after the football game.  
 
After speaking to other boys about that night, as well as parents, here is what I believe to be 
true.  
 

 arrived at the football game with a student named Massi, his mother took the boys to 
the game.  said there was a girl there with a platter of black and pink face paint. There 
were lots of kids with paint all over their body and face, as we have seen in prior games as well. 

 asked Massi to paint his face.   
 
Massi told  he would give him black spikes on his face.  asked what will it look like, 
so Massi looked it up online and showed  (see attached). Massi did not add the crosses 
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since they had no q-tips.  had the face paint on towards the end of the game without 
incident.  
 
No complaints that night, no altercations, no one said it was blackface.  
 
Mr. Luna, who we respect, did not do a thorough and complete investigation, in our opinion. 
For one, he hadn’t even seen ’s picture from that night when he already decided to 
suspend him. We strongly disagreed with his decision, especially when we were able to provide 
photographic evidence of what  looked like, which was not an issue that night and 
nothing was said. But, his mind was already made up. Secondly, there seems to have always 
been a presumption of my son’s guilt, no one from our district has stepped up to defend these 
boys. With zero evidence that they said anything to anyone, but with actual evidence that 

 didn’t have blackface paint, he has been suspended. 
 
Also, all the boys’ stories align, with zero intentions for racism.  
 
If  “is” wearing blackface, how many others are? And what percentage of face paint turns 
it into blackface, according to district policy? Please provide this policy on black make-up since 
it is so common at your sporting events. I’m pretty sure it needs to be a lot more than what 

 had on.  
 
Some questions for a true investigation. 

1. What was Massi’s intent when he painted ’s face? 
2. What was ’s intent? 
3. AJ, who is African American, was with  that night, what does he think ’s 

intent was, and did he witness any racial slurs or consider warrior paint blackface? In all 
seriousness, he was with an African American that night, don’t you think he might be 
worth asking if they were saying racial slurs and intentionally mocking black people? 

4. Why did not a single person say anything that night to , no teacher, sports fan, 
the other team, the African American security guard, why did no one mention anything 
about his face half painted? 

5. How is it possible that a major racial allegation is made against my son where over a 
thousand people were in attendance and not a single drop of video evidence? Where 
was the outrage that night if any of these allegations are true? Are we to believe, small 
8th graders wore blackface and said racial allegations and no reaction from a largely 
African American audience for the other school? With all do respect, this is pure 
nonsense.  

6. Why was the decision made to suspend  prior to even seeing a picture from that 
night? 

7. Why was Massi not suspended for painting ’s face? Or any punishment if this was 
“truly” blackface? 

8. Does the campus not have any security footage? This is a very serious allegation and we 
are not taking this lightly.  
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9. Is there even one person saying  specifically did anything wrong? Said anything 
wrong? Even one person? 

10. On the flip side, everyone I’ve spoken to says  never said anything negative 
towards black people that night and never considered having his cheeks painted was 
blackface? Is there anyone who has said differently?  

 
Blackface, the very definition requires the face to be black with the intent on mocking black 
people. Is that what happened? 
 
Because if not, the school has gone out of their way to assassinate my son’s character with zero 
evidence or eyewitness accounts.  
 
Why?  
 
This is unacceptable what Mr. Luna has done! I will not tolerate this at all, my son’s name needs 
to be cleared. He’s innocent, this is malicious, and a false accusation he just got punished for. 
It’s reckless to assume the worst in a child only because he’s white.  
 
Do you think  is going to feel safe being known as the kid who did blackface? Seriously, 
with such a serious allegation you would think there would be a thorough investigation on 
intent from all parties. This honestly deserves media attention if this blackface allegation 
stands.  
 
Sincerely, 
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